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How Much Longer Wil Moratorium Last? 


When wilit end? That what many influenza researchers want to kno 
about the landmark selimposed moratorium on certain experiments on 
SNA avian influenza virus that they agreed to earlier this year, The The researchers reluctantly agreed, driven in part hy is 
tanger Who nous? governments, reacting to public fears and media reports of "doomsday" 
italy the 39 researchers ho announced the moratoriumon 20anu+ viruses, might Camp down on the lif scientists didn tacton theironn, 
any adit wold last just 60 days Science, 27 January, p. 387). Butin Some dubbed the move ‘Asilomar 2,” a reference to the historic 1975 
ary, the loosely organized coalition agreed to an indefinite extension agreement among recombinant DNA researchers that halled experiments 
to give experts and the public more time to discuss and address concerns in their emerging field unl safety guidelines were established. 

about the safety and wisdom of experiments that could aker HNL inays Before the current moratorium can end, several things have to happen, 
that make the vius more dangerousto humans. (Other KSN research, such according to moratorium signers, Fauci, and others: 

as the testing of newly detected strains, continued) 
Non, some ofthe moratorium s signers are eager for research to resu 
But many say they are perplexed about how that decison will be reached 
and uho wil dc, wish nebo it as going to be resolved, says 
vlog Robert Webster of St, Jude Children's Research Hospitalin Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, a moratorium signer who was deeply involved in the fu 
papers controversy. We haven t discussed ti” says vrologist Yi Guan of 
the University of Hong Kong. 


such as Kanal an 
Fouchier‘, in which researchers create mutant viruses that ain capabili- 


